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Personnel Preparation of Teachers of the Deaf:
Shortage Needs to be Addressed

Numbers

Number of deaf and hard of
hearing students age 3-21
served through IDEA:

75,000’

Total students age 3-21
served by IDEA:

6,667,000

Percentage of IDEA-served
students whose primary label
is deaf or hard of hearing:

0.01, or one in a hundred®

Number of students in
elementary and secondary
public education:

50.6 million*

Percentage of students in
elementary and secondary
public education who are
IDEA-served and whose
primary label is deaf or hard
of hearing:

0.001, orone in a
thousand®

Deaf and hard of hearing are
few and far between, and the
personnel needed to support
their academic success are

few and far between as well.

Why do deaf and hard of hearing students need a teacher of the deaf?

Deaf and hard of hearing students are not simply “hearing children who can’t hear.” They come
to school with unique strengths and challenges that often are overlooked in the general
education setting. However, teachers of the deaf are specially trained to address the language

development and academic needs of this vulnerable population.
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According to the Council for Exceptional Children, credentialed teachers of the deaf and hard of
hearing are critical to:

e Providing appropriate evaluation

o Effective educational programming and planning

¢ Providing student-centered instruction in academic, linguistic, and social-emotional
content

e Meeting the requirements of [the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act] and [the
Americans with Disabilities Act]

e Securing positive outcomes for students and schools

e Providing specialized instruction and support to meet the specific language,
communication, academic and social needs of students who are [deaf or hard of
hearing].”

How many teachers of the deaf are needed?

While the exact number needed has not been identified, a recent survey performed only among
schools for the deaf anticipates a demand for at least 500 teachers of the deaf in these schools
over the next three years.® However, the majority of deaf and hard of hearing students attend
school in the mainstream, therefore this number greatly underestimates the number needed.

How many teachers of the deaf are in the pipeline?

Rather than meeting current demand, teacher education programs are shrinking or closing.
While there are no published statistics on exact numbers, an informal survey among teacher
education programs found:

In 2016-17 there were 556-557 graduates.

In 2017-18, there were 452-462 graduates.

In 2018-19 there will be 482-492 graduates.

In 2019-20, 489-500 graduates are expected.
In 2020-21 587 graduates are expected.

In 2021-22, 590-620 graduates are expected.®

Therefore, there is a need to increase the federal investment in personnel preparation
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
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