The Honorable (Name)
U.S. House of Representatives
Fax number or e-mail address

Dear Congressman/woman (Name):

As the superintendent of the ________________ School for the Deaf, I write
 regarding the reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Act
 (IDEA).  (Describe your school.)  I am concerned that the House bill
 does not ensure that the language and communication needs of deaf and hard
 of hearing children in the educational system are met and that parents are
 not given full information or choice regarding the range of educational
 settings that are available to meet their child's educational needs.

Deaf and hard of hearing children have the cognitive ability to achieve
 academic success, but late identification of hearing loss, lack of parent
 knowledge about communicating with a deaf or hard of hearing child, and
 placement in programs that do not have the resources necessary to meet the
 unique language and communication needs of these children result in them
 generally performing lower than their hearing peers.  The ______________
 School for the Deaf offers (talk about your parent-infant program, sign
 language classes and other parental support, how your school supports
 language development, specialized knowledge of teachers, communication
 accessible environment, etc.).  Our school offers a specialized environment
 that cannot be replicated in the local neighborhood classroom, and as such,
 is an important option for deaf and hard of hearing children and their
 families.

To better address the education of deaf and hard of hearing children, I
 support the proposals (attached) of the Sensory Disabilities Roundtable, a
 coalition of deafness- and blindness-related organizations.  I believe the
 language the Roundtable suggests will result in a better IDEA for these
 populations.  I would like to draw your particular attention to:

Sec. 612 (a)(6) Continuum of Appropriate Settings, which clarifies the
 requirement for a range of settings to be available, particularly as they
 meet the needs of children with sensory disabilities.  As mentioned above,
 specialized settings are often more effective in meeting the complex needs
 of children with sensory disabilities.

Sec. 614 (d)(1)(B)(iii) Individualized Education Program Team, which suggests
 that a teacher of the deaf be on the IEP Team of a child who is deaf or hard
 of hearing.  A teacher of the deaf has been trained to meet the
 communication needs of children with hearing loss, therefore is better able
 to discuss appropriate goals and services for the child.

Sec. 614(d)(3)(B)(iv) Development of the Individualized Education Program
 (IEP) and Sec. 636 (d) Content of the Individualized Family Services Plan
 (IFSP), which outline how the IEP and IFSP can be improved to better address
 deaf and hard of hearing children's language and communication needs. 
 Children with age appropriate language and communication skills are more
 likely to achieve academic success as mandated by the No Child Left Behind
 Act.

I look forward to receiving your response regarding these proposals.  Please
 contact me at (phone number) to discuss this further or if you have any
 questions.

Very truly yours,


(Your name)
